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37 CFR 1.97(b) 

1. [x| The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of the filing 

of a national application; within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.491 in an international application; or before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
- merits, whichever event occurs last. 

37 CFR 1,97(0) 

2. □ The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed after three months of the filing 

of a national application, or the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1.491 in an 
international application; or after the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits, whichever 
occurred last but before the mailing date of either: 



1 . a Final Action under 37 CFR 1 .1 13, or ^ 



CD "^1 



o 



2. a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1 .311 , S ''-^^^ c'j 



1 ' \ 



whichever occurs first. 

Also submitted herewith is: o 

o 

□ a certification as specified in 37 CFR 1 .97(e); 

OR 

□ the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) for submission of an Information Disclosure Statement 
under 37 CFR 1.97(c). 
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Payment of Fee 

(Only complete if Applicant elects to pay the fee set forth In 37 CFR 1.1 7(p)) 



□ 



A check in the annount of is attached. 

The Assistant Comnnissioner is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account No. 03-1150 
as described below. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

□ Charge the amount of 

Ixl Credit any overpayment. 

la Charge any additional fee required. 



Certificate of Transmission by Facsimile* 



Certificate of Mailing by First Class Mail 



I certify that this document and authorization to charge 
deposit account is being facsimile transmitted to the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office (Fax. No. 
) on 



(Date) 



Signature 



Typed or Printed Name of Person Signing Certificate 



1 certify that this document and fee is being deposited 
on 2/12/01 with the U.S. Postal Service as 

first class mail under 37 C.F.R. 1.8 and is addressed to the 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 
20231. 

Signature of Person%failing Corimpondence 
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I hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper referred to as being attached or enclosed) is 
being deposited witfnhe"United~States~PostarServ^ sufficient 
postage as first class nnail in an envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231. 



Date: February 12, 2001 Signature: 



Francis J. Caufield^ I 
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TRANSMITTAL OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT BEFORE MAILING 
OF FIRST OFFICE ACTION UNDER 37 CFR §1. 97(b) 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

It is respectfully requested that the publications listed on the attached form 
PTO-1449 be made of record in this application because they may be relevant to the 
question of patentability of the claims during their examination. 

Applicant requests that these publications be considered by the Examiner 
before issuance of the next office action. The Examiner is also asked to initial and 
return copies of the enclosed PTO-1449 form(s) to evidence such consideration. 

o 
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In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.98(a), copies of the cited references are being 
supplied_with this inforrriation disdosure statement. 



February 12, 2001 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date Francis J. Caufield 
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